Supporting the goals and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the genl tled lady from California for her leadership and work on
this. | am very proud and honored to be co-Chair of the Congressional MS Caucus with my
colleague Dr. Michael Burgess. This is truly a bipartisan effort and one that just had tremendous
resources and support from around the country to help raise this awareness. | encourage
everyone to show their commitment and support of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week and the
MS movement with really simple actions throughout this week, MS Awareness Week, March 2
through 8.

MS Awareness Week was created by the MS Coalition to raise national awareness about the
disease and to recognize those who have dedicated their time and talent to promoting MS
research and programs.

In order to raise awareness, | am very pleased that Representative Barbara Lee has taken the
lead to introduce H. Con. Res. 14, recognizing and supporting the goals and ideals of MS
Awareness Week, encouraging the President, State and local governments to issue
proclamations designating MS Awareness Week, and encouraging the media to help educate
the public about MS. Today, | ask for all of my colleagues' support.

| want to give a special thanks to the MS Society back in St. Louis, Missouri, my home, that has
been so active and been so helpful to me in this effort, and also want to remember my first
cousin, Betty Carnahan, who we lost years ago and who first helped me learn about this
disease.

Because of small gestures by everyday people, my colleagues in this body, and cutting edge
research by our Nation's finest, each day people living with MS have a better and a brighter
future to look forward to.




